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clan which ruled over Gujarat from the tenth to the thirteenth century.
Vyaghra Deo, brother of the ruler of Gujarat, is said to have made
his way into Northern India about the middle of the
thirteenth century and obtained the fort of Marpha,
18 miles north-east of Kalinjar. His son, Karan Deo, married a Kala-
churi (Haihaya) princess of Mandla and received in dowry the fort of
Bandhogarh, which until its destruction by Akbar in 1597 was the capital
of the Baghel possessions. The Rewah family, however, have singularly
few historical records; and such histories as have been lately composed
confuse persons and dates in a way that makes them absolutely
unreliable, so that were it not for the detailed records of the Muham-
madan historians it would be difficult to give any connected account,

In 1298 Karan Deo, the last Baghel ruler of Gujarat, was driven
from his country by Ulugh Khan, acting under the orders of the
emperor Ala-ud-dm. This disaster seems to have caused a considerable
migration of Baghels to Bandhogarh. Until the fifteenth century the
Baghels were engaged in extending their possessions, and were not of
sufficient political importance to attract the attention of the Delhi
kings. In 1488 the Baghel Raja of Panna1 assisted Husain Shah of
Jaunpur when pursued by Bahlol Lodl. In 1494 Sikandar Lodl
advanced against Raja Bhaira or Bhira of Panna, who had captured
Mubarak Khan, governor of Jaunpur. The Raja was defeated and
died during his retreat, while Sikandar proceeded as far as Paphund,
20 miles north of the capital town of Bandhogarh. In 1498-9 Sikan-
dar attacked Bhlra's son and successor, Salivahan, for refusing to grant
him a daughter in marriage. An attempt to take the fort of Bandho-
garh failed, and Sikandar was obliged to content himself with laying
waste the country up to Banda. Salivahan was succeeded by Bir Singh
Deo, the founder of Blrsinghpur, now in Panna State, and was followed
by his son Birbhan, who had lived for some time at Sikandar's court.
The next chief was Ram Chandra (1555-92), the contemporary of
Akbar, who is constantly mentioned by Muhammadan historians.
Hearing of the extraordinary skill of Ram Chandra's musician, Tan
Sen, Akbar summoned him to Delhi. Tan Sen's songs are still sung,
and his name is revered throughout India as that of a singer who has
never been equalled. Ram Chandra persistently refused to attend the
Delhi court, till at length in 1584, at the suggestion of his own son
Birbhadra, then at Delhi, Raja Birbal and a noble, Zain Khan Koka,
fetched the old chief, who was received with all honour by Akbar.
Ram Chandra died in 1592 and was succeeded by Birbhadra, who,
however, fell from his palanquin while travelling to Bandhogarh and
died in the following year, Birbhadra's sudden death and the acces-
sion of a minor named Vikramaditya gave rise to disturbances in
1 ' Panna' is here probably a copyist's mistake for l Bhatti.'